1Summary — Closing Wars 


The novel is built on a framework of the days our wars ended. 

Thus we open with DOC examining a black Quaker lady who 
states acerbic opinions regarding parade outside celebrating end 
of Gulf War. 

After being mixed with a raunchy guard and a “manga” of old 
drunken vets and children dressed as bunnies, Doc heads to Vets’ 
Hospital to see patient, SKIPPER. 

Converses there with a patriotic surgeon who condemns sour 


Quakers, decries lack of recognition for his heroic patients. 


World War 1 era lovers, RED and VERNA, must end affair since 
boyfriend MAXWELL returning from France. RED is boisterous and 
given to speechmaking, even during sex. Visualizes himself as 
future man America needs. Restless VERNA feels she’s being 
condemned to boring life. 

MAXWELL returns and they marry, but he dies of influenza. 

As he had, VERNA studies pharmacy. Later does advanced work in 
botany, and works with Indian and Pennsylvania Dutch herbalists. 
RED eventually fired from restaurant for attempting to 

organize union. Becomes trolley motorman. VERNA assumes 


pharmacist’s job at dusty tribal hospital in West. 


SKIPPER narrates his adventures during Victory in 
Europe Day, WW2. RED, now a dispirited Communist, drives trolley 
with him as only passenger. Witnesses scenes of hideous violence 


and madness, most after escaping RED. Undergoes sexual initiation. 


VERNA, regarded a saint by Indians, meets CHUCKIE-CHARLIE, a 
tribal scandal. She brews him herbal tea for the pain of his 
cancer, impulsively confesses “to the biggest bum in the tribe” 
she has breast cancer. Lets him stay as handyman and they 
eventually become lovers, gaining remission for a time from new 
herb she grinds. But, he dies one cold morning and she roams a 
Canyon in her nightgown, crying his name. Doesn’t last much longer 


after boyscouts rescue her during freak ice storm. 


SKIPPER, now soldier, finds himself in frozen Minnesota. 
accused of exposing himself while drunk. MAUREEN--who says that 
her red hair is a ticket out of there since she doesn’t play 
football—is Sheriff’s intern in charge. She asserts SKIPPER’S 
bizarre actions motivated by Catholic guilt, persuades overloaded 


Sheriff to drop charges. From odd beginning, romance starts. 


SARGE recounts episode in Korea where SKIPPER stumbles into 
chemical experiment on day war ends. SARGE believes in army, 
regarding duty, finally, as almost mystical. 


One of his sons, MICKEY, drowned in Canada, a draft dodger. 


SKIPPER visited by MAUREEN in vets’ hospital. Pressure of his 
Lingering disease and impending divorce makes them tear at each 
other as if by rote. He insists she never return, tells a story to 
insure this result: 

Irish myth concerning mermaid’s cape. Farmer steals it and 
she must do his bidding. After several children, she finds its 
hiding place one morning, slides back into the sea. 

To MAUREEN it’s a wrenching, heartbreaking story of how 


women’s very nature is stolen, and she flees in tears. 


California, and DOC in med-student years. Venomous, drug- 
filled atmospheric mess as prisoners return from Vietnam on TV. 
Orgy, then, with Marx Brothers’ flavor. JACK introduced, SARGE’S 
other son and Viet vet. In the chaos, main radical, COFFEE, 


commits suicide. 


JACK in Canada with half-ass scheme to catalog COFFEE’S 


sayings, also those of saintly brother, MICKEY, who drowned there. 


SARGE visits to persuade him to return to States, as SARGE’S ex 


has begged. He’s insultingly rebuffed. 


Transcript of SKIPPER’S pre-death screed on tape. Personal 


and political acid. 


VERNA’S funeral, delayed very many years by Red Power and 
Casino arguments. Indian, OLD PRIEST, calls her White Buffalo they 
had yearned for. Protestant Clergyman says she wore sandals 


of Christ. 


DR BERT WINDSONG, Casino Finance, ridicules most Indian 
stories, including VERNA’S GHOST haunting canyon, as hinted on 
tour run by WILLIAM SPARKLEHORSE. (Magic or crap?—this argument 


persists from here on.) WINDSONG says gambling is White Buffalo! 


Talking to his department chairman at lunch, DOC gets ribbed 
as to inclusion on scholarly panel next day, 9-11, at WIC’s 
Windows of the World. 

Kisses small daughter, KIPPY goodbye next morning (divorced 
wife in Belize). After babysitter pulls in. DOC walks to station 


and fate. 


NJ couple have conversed with VERNA’S GHOST in canyon. 


Leave in huff when SPARKLEHORSE won’t admit it’s con. 


ALI, heralded by uncle as Iraq’s future in football, dies in 
rocket attack. Doctors and nurses cry, remembering him as boy who 
played football in the street and was always laughing. (Chapter 
literally weaves facts from Guardian article with fictional 


background etc.) 


KIPPY, DOC’S daughter runs furiously at pre-teen camp. 
In her retching exhaustion, she catches DOC falling from 


infolding Twin Towers. 


Newsweek interviews WILLIAM SPARKLEHORSE. Reporter gets him 
to admit much of his magic is invented. Cuts him off when William 


holds out for a lot still unexplainable. 


SARGE leaves Canadian meeting with JACK, so depressed from 
failures with both his sons he tries to kill himself by driving 
rental car into tree. 

It’s stopped by brush. He’s rescued by FRENCHY, who had 
befriended sons. Stays with voluble Canuck for a day of beer and 


steak and FRENCHY’S earthy philosophy. 


Next chill morning they recover MICKEY’S body from lake. 


Back to the Western town where Junior College professor 
insists on scientific fact re VERNA’S GHOST. Adjures students not 


be cowed by romantic myth or religion. 


OLD PRIEST and WILLIAM SPARKLEHORSE orchestrate ceremony. 
These two comedic visionaries burn herbs. 

From thick smoke, a grown-up KIPPY dances with father, DOC. 
Other incredible happenings. Or mere illusions? Or fraud? 

Whatever. Effect remains beautiful, subsuming pain 


and tragedy. 


(Omitted some tiny chapters, intended for transition, or to flesh 
out minor characters. Also, to provide additional chronological 


views of major players—take some bumps out.) 


